description=Should+your+pet

ealth (/main
Dogs (/main
Cats (/main
%26%23039%3Bs+diet+go+
/category %26%23039%3Bnatural
/category
/category
ags/medical)%3F%26
/tags/Dogs)
/tags/Cats)

der)

the ingredients meet the
definition.
Birds Getting
(/main
(/main
Blogs
(/mainNatural means none of the ingredients are
Enough Exercise
(/main
/2012/10/09/new-collar-shows/category
/category chemically
Videos synthesized.
(/main
/category
if-your-dog-getting-enough/tags/birds)
/tags/small) The
/recentvideos)
/tags/blog)
exercise)
association does, however,
make an exception when chemically synthesized

%23039%3B)

Should your pet's diet go 'natural?'

If you enjoy this article,

11 Reasons Your Dog Is
Coughing (/main/2012/09
/28/11-reasons-your-dogcoughing)

Go here to
sign up
the mailing list (http://eepurl.com/ii0B2) to receive
By Kathleen
Doheny
for for
WebVet

Fea

vitamins, minerals or other trace nutrients are present in an otherwise natural food
product if a disclaimer is used that these parts of the food aren't natural. In this
Introducing
case, the labelPet-Pods...
would probably say: "Natural with added vitamins and minerals."

FREE downloadable PDF files
If only some of the ingredients are natural, look for such labels as "natural cheese
providing
a comprehensive
Learn how
to claim your
listing here
flavor."
review of some of the most
(/main/professionalServices/intro)
African-American Veterinarians
%26%23039%3Bs+diet+go+%26%23039%3Bnatural%3F%26%23039
timely pet health topics:
(/main/2012/09/22/tuskegee%3B%20-%20http%3A%2F
As you scan the choices
in your market's
Is natural food a necessity? Three views
and-cornell-shared-legacyAllergies, Fleas, Summer Safety Hazards, and
%2Fwww.webvet.com%2Fmain%2F2008%2F11%2F24%2Fshould-your-petspet food aisle, you've
no doubt noticed the
phd-education-africanVomiting
and
Search
ForDiarrhea.
A Vet
american-veterinarians)
There's no official policy or advice about natural pet food from the American
diet-go-natural)
(http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F
labels promoting "natural"
foods for dogs
Veterinary
Medical
according to spokesperson David Kirkpatrick.
and cats. Natural New
petYork
foods
popular,
%2Fwww.webvet.com%2Fmain%2F2008%2F11%2F24%2Fshould-your-petsCity's are
Five Veterinary
Download
HereAssociation,
(/main/pods)
Enter
ZIP/Postal code
Go
U.S.
Individual vets do have their opinions, however.
Colleges
(/main/2012/09
according to a survey
of 1,090
respondents
diet-go-natural&title=Should+your+pet%26%23039%3Bs+diet+go+
/22/new-york-citysconducted by Hill's
Pet
Nutrition, which
%26%23039%3Bnatural%3F%26%23039%3B)
(http://www.mixx.com
ing
five-veterinary-colleges)
"Natural" means different things to different pet owners, finds Tony Buffington,
makes
Hill's
Nature's
Best, a natural
Newsletter Signup
/submit?page_url=http%3A%2F
ard
)
DVM, PhD, professor of veterinary clinical sciences at the Ohio State University
Dog Deathsalso
Linked found
To Jerky
product. But the360pollsters
ns%2Fwww.webvet.com%2Fmain%2F2008%2F11%2F24%2Fshould-your-petsTreats From China (/main
Veterinary
Hospital, Columbus,
and diplomate of the American College of
Enter
email address
Subscribe
7
Like To
confusion(/main/printmail/1896)
about what the term means.
diet-go-natural)
(/main/print/1896)
/2012/09/19/360-dog-deathsVeterinary
Nutrition.
"If
they
mean
raw food, I want to see the recipe," he says. If
escomplicate
your linked-jerky-treats-china)
shopping and feeding
?' | Webvet (http://pinterest.com
http://www.webvet.com/main/2008/11/24/should-your-pets-diet-go-natur...
1
pet owners are asking about feeding their pets a diet labeled as natural from a
tasks,/pin/create
veterinarians don't all agree that pets need "natural" formulas.
g)
commercial
manufacturer
that has years of experience making pet foods, he says:
Special
offer for
/button
ska:
"Have at it."
ory
First, the survey findings:
Recent Blog Posts
veterinary practices
/?url=http
%3A%2F
(/main
But
he
adds
a caveat: Don't expect health miracles just because your pet is eating
A third of respondents say they feed their pet a natural food, the majority for
n
New Collar Shows If Your Dog Is
1/15/2013 3:05 PM
g%2Fwww.webvet.com%2Fmain%2F2008%2F11%2F24%2Fshould"natural"
foods.
"Natural pet foods are just another kind of pet food made available
health
reasons, and about half choose the natural food
based
on
ingredients.
/professionalServices
Getting Enough Exercise (/main
your-petsULTIMATE
Video (/main
for
peopleDog-Shaming
who are interested
in those kinds of food," he says. "There's no evidence
More
than half of respondents believe natural pet food
is the best option for
/2012/10/09/new-collar-shows/intro)
ka:
diet-go/2012/10/09/ultimate-dog-shamingif-your-dog-getting-enoughI am aware of [that] they are any different from the point of view of the health of
their
pet's health.
exercise)
video)
natural&
the animals or that they are any worse."
More
than half say they read the label (http://www.webvet.com
Sign up (/main/professionalServices/intro)for
media=http
Tallest Dog and Cat
/main/article?id=1582)
before buying a pet food, World's
but understanding
the
your FREE professional page!
However, Heidi Hulon, DVM, a consultant for Hill's Pet Nutrition and a small animal
Revealed (/main/2012/09
%3A%2F
label
or all of it is difficult for most who do.
ka:
/13/worlds-tallest-dog-andpractitioner in Louisville, Ky., sees benefit to natural foods--assuming the food lives
%2Fwww.webvet.com%2Fmain%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fimages%2F2120081124184051puppyeating.storyima
cat-revealed)
up to its label claims as natural.
The survey
answers trigger several other important questions, such as what
description=Should+your+pet
Queen
Elizabeth Loses Corgi
constitutes
a "natural" pet food and whether it beats out other
types.
%26%23039%3Bs+diet+go+
and Dorgi (/main/2012/09
If so, she says, "it provides complete and balanced nutrition, and it helps maintain
%26%23039%3Bnatural
/11/queen-elizabeth-losesideal body weight when fed appropriately." Some kinds of natural foods include
What is
a natural pet food?
nd
%3F%26
corgi-and-dorgi)
high levels of antioxidants, which help maintain cellular health, she says, by
der)
%23039%3B)
Happy Ending For Kitten After
protecting cells from damage done by unstable molecules known as free radicals.
Guidelines for natural pet foods are made by the Association of American Feed
Tuskegee and Cornell: A Shared
more articles like this.
Legacy in PhD Education for
(http://twitter.com/home?status=Reading%20Should+your+pet

Wild Ride (/main/2012/09

g Is
ain
ws-

U.S.

ing
red
ard
nsans
ees-

ska:
ry

Control Officials (AAFCO), saysIfKurt
Gallagher,
a spokesperson
for the Pet Food
you enjoy
this article,
/09/happy-ending-kitten-afterwild-ride)
Institute
in Washington,
D.C.
Among list
other
requirements,
the use of
term
Go here
to sign up for
the mailing
(http://eepurl.com/ii0B2)
to the
receive
natural in reference to the foodmore
product
as alike
whole
only when
all ofTo
articles
this.is acceptable
Couple Postpones
Wedding
the ingredients meet the definition. Natural means noneSave
of the
ingredients
are
Sick Dog
(/main/2012/09
/08/couple-postponeschemically synthesized.
wedding-save-sick-dog)
As you scan the choices
in your market's
The association does, however, make an
exception
when
chemically
pet food aisle, you've
no doubtsynthesized
noticed the
vitamins, minerals or other trace nutrients
are present
in an"natural"
otherwise
natural
labels
promoting
foods
for food
dogs
product if a disclaimer is used that these
the foodpet
aren't
natural.
In this
andparts
cats.ofNatural
foods
are popular,
case, the label would probably say: "Natural
with added
vitamins
minerals."
according
to a survey
of and
1,090
respondents
conducted by Hill's Pet Nutrition, which
If only some of the ingredients are natural, look for such labels as "natural cheese
makes Hill's Nature's Best, a natural
flavor."
product. But the pollsters also found
confusion about what the term means. To
2
Is natural food a necessity? Three views of 3
complicate your shopping and feeding
tasks, veterinarians don't all agree that pets need "natural" formulas.
There's no official policy or advice about natural pet food from the American
Veterinary
Medical
Association, according to spokesperson David Kirkpatrick.
First, the survey
findings:
Individual vets do have their opinions, however.

s-

"Natural" means different things to different pet owners, finds Tony Buffington,
DVM, PhD, professor of veterinary clinical sciences at the Ohio State University
Veterinary Hospital, Columbus, and diplomate of the American College of
Veterinary Nutrition. "If they mean raw food, I want to see the recipe," he says. If
pet owners are asking about feeding their pets a diet labeled as natural from a
commercial manufacturer that has years of experience making pet foods, he says:
"Have at it."
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But he adds a caveat: Don't expect health miracles just because your pet is eating
"natural" foods. "Natural pet foods are just another kind of pet food made available
for people who are interested in those kinds of food," he says. "There's no evidence
I am aware of [that] they are any different from the point of view of the health of
the animals or that they are any worse."
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However, Heidi Hulon, DVM, a consultant for Hill's Pet Nutrition and a small animal
practitioner in Louisville, Ky., sees benefit to natural foods--assuming the food lives
up to its label claims as natural.
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